
How to learn Arabic?

First of all one should clarify some misconceptions about Arabic. One should not confuse the various terms 
used to classify Arabic : Litterary Arabic (which is written according to a certain norm) and dialectical Arabic (Oral, 
seldom written, and with many different varieties); modern Arabic, of which the evoltuion since the 19th century is very 
noticeable, exposed here and there to external influences, and classical or medieval of which there ia geat variation 
according to time period and region; current Arabic (presse, media, and books) and litterary Arabic (research style). 
The terms "Qur'anic" and "Standard" do not make much sense to classify the language and are often misused. If a 
term is really necessary to characterize Arabic it would be "Common Arabic." Faced with the variety of Arabic dialects, 
written Arabic, and Litterary Arabic (news and books) largely spoken in the medias is a Common Arabic, with its nuances 
respective of where it is employed but for the most part universal.

To aspire to master all the named registers of Arabic is a lifetime endeavour, without end even for native speakers, 
unlike learning a dialect (a one-year stay in an Arabic country would provide the environment to advance considerably). 
Generally, writen modern Arabic is quicker to learn than the Classical or Ancient, and is strongly recommended to 
start with before diving into ancient sources. For an english speaker, it is much easier to pick up a dialect after properly 
learning Litterary, while the inverse remains much more difficult.

It is essential to fix a goal in order to avoid wasting one's chances and motivation.

Two things must be avoided at all costs:

1. the use of phonetic transcription, as it immnsely slows the learning process of the arabic script, and 
is essential to advance ; it is to be avoided intially and throughout both for dialects and litterary (to get 
used to reading "al-lugha al-'arabiyya" is a pedagogic fault, depiste it's common use in Arabic learning 
materials).

2. use of short vowels, as it reinforces a reliance on them and slows the natural reading process.

Both cases should be seriously avoided as they lead to a stagnation of the learning process. Unfortunately, these 
are common cases, tolerated because of laxity or incompetence.

On the contrary, one should trust their auditory memory, and continue to train it with daily practice like for any 
other language. One should familiarize his or her self in an intensive manner with the Arabic Alphabet, progressively 
adding reading and writing exercises (dictation, autodictation, self-recording and listening) until all the letters are clearly 
understood. Orthographic mistakes have no more reason to exist in Arabic than those in any other language.

The short vowels, are of no use from the start of learning process. They can be used for example, when it comes 
to working on classical poetry or on religious texts where the text is fully vocalised (all vowels and diacritic marks for 
pronounciation) however, no modern newspaper, nor internet site, nor book (a part from very rare exceptions such as 
certain religious works) are written in full vocalisation.  

Learn by one's self, in class, with what method, at what age?

There is no specific age to learn a language. From time to time, adults progress quicker than children, thanks 
to certain analytic abilities and/or comparison with their mother-tongue or with other foreign languages that they know.  

To learn by one's self is risky, and is often coupled with bad (self-taught) habits, difficult to correct, with fatigue on 
the horizon. It is recommended to join a group, even in bad conditions,  just for the benefit of a teacher.

Learning methods for anglophones are numerous and although none, or almost none, are bad, no single one is 
perfect; each depends on the usage. The best user of a method as a teacher would be its author. As each student and 
each group will have different needs and different assets to work with, it will always be necessary to adapt the tools 
according to the progress of the learning process. 

All these principles have inspired our manual:

Arabic Made Easy with Effort ( http://www.al-hakkak.fr/accueil-anglais.html )

Textbook with free online recordings - ISBN: 979-8636214120

Ghalib Al-Hakkak (ghalib@al-hakkak.fr), Paris, 2007 - Autun, 2013

   http://www.al-hakkak.fr

Translation : Alexander Sethi, Autun, 2014

http://www.al-hakkak.fr



Arabic Made Easy with Effort
A different way to learn a difficult language

Volume 1 - Chapters 1-7
Textbook 224 pages - Version 3.5

Free online recordings : http://www.al-hakkak.fr/Basic-Arabic-Sound.html

Diffused via Amazon - ISBN: 978-1978076266  / 39 $

Arabic Made Easy with Effort
A different way to learn a difficult language

Volume 2 - Chapters 8-14
Textbook 270 pages - Version 3.5

Free online recordings : http://www.al-hakkak.fr/Basic-Arabic-Sound.html

Diffused via Amazon - ISBN: 978-1978085329  / 42 $

Arabic Verbs Made Easy with Effort
Textbook 190 pages

Free online recordings : http://www.al-hakkak.fr/Arabic-Verbs-Made-Easy-with-Effort.html

Diffused via Amazon - ISBN: 978-2336821921   / 26 €

Stories of Juha
For sutdents learning Arabic - 100 pages
Free online recordings : http://www.al-hakkak.fr/Son-Juha.html

Diffused via Amazon - ISBN: 978-1717393586   / 9 €

Arabic online for English Speakers - Books of Ghalib Al-Hakkak - diffused via Amazon   -  www.al-hakkak.fr

Arabisch Heute
Lehrbuch 236 Seiten

Freier Zugang zu den Audiodateien : http://www.al-hakkak.fr/Arabisch-Audio.html

ISBN: 978-1548516338   / 30 €

Arabisch für Deutschsprachige

Arabic Made Easy with Effort
A different way to learn a difficult language
Version 4 - One volume - Chapters 1-14
Textbook 490 pages - Published April 11th 2020

Free online recordings : http://www.al-hakkak.fr/Basic-Arabic-Version-4-Sound.html

Diffused via Amazon - ISBN: 9798636214120  / 75 $



Manuel d'arabe en ligne 
Tome I (semaines 1 à 7) 

490 pages : fiches, exercices, 
dialogues, lexique et annexes 
(corrigés, conjugaison, cartes 
muettes, répertoire de citations, 
lexique ar-fr, lexique fr-ar)

ISBN : 978-1537013015  /  55 €

Son et vidéos accessibles en ligne : 
http://www.al-hakkak.fr/Arabe-Son-V43.html

Manuel d'arabe en ligne 
Tome II (semaines 8 à 14) 

386 pages : fiches, exercices, 
dialogues, lexique et annexes 
(corrigés, répertoire de citations, 
lexique ar-fr, lexique fr-ar, sujets 
d'évaluation)

ISBN : 978-2339547075  /  48 €

Son accessible en ligne : 
http://www.al-hakkak.fr/Arabe-Son-V42.html

Manuel d'arabe en ligne
Tome III (semaines 15 à 21) 

318 pages : fiches, exercices, 
dialogues

ISBN : 978-1973950851  /  38 €

Son accessible en ligne : 
http://www.al-hakkak.fr/Arabe-Son-V42.html

Manuel d'arabe en ligne
Les bases de l'arabe en 50 semaines - 7 tomes

L'arabe en ligne pour les francophones  —  www.al-hakkak.fr
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Tome IV (semaines 22 à 28)   /   Tome V (semaines 29 à 36)
Tome VI (semaines 37 à 42)   /   Tome VII (semaines 43 à 49)

Manuel d'arabe en ligne
Tome I (semaines 1 à 7)

Conçu pour apprentissage en classe 
encadré par un professeur

236 pages : fiches, exercices, 
dialogues, lexique et corrigés

ISBN : 9798636340973 / 19 €

Son et vidéos en ligne : 
http://www.al-hakkak.fr/Arabe-Son-Sommaire.html

Manuel d'arabe en ligne
Tome II (semaines 8 à 14)

Conçu pour apprentissage en classe 

encadré par un professeur

256 pages : fiches, exercices, 
dialogues, lexique et corrigés

ISBN : 9798636352389 /22 €

Son accessible en ligne : 
http://www.al-hakkak.fr/Arabe-Son-Sommaire.html

Manuel d'arabe en ligne
Tome III (semaines 15 à 21)

Conçu pour apprentissage en classe 

encadré par un professeur

256 pages : fiches, exercices, 
corrigés   

ISBN : 9798636357957 / 21 €

Son accessible en ligne : 
http://www.al-hakkak.fr/Arabe-Son-Sommaire.html

Apprentissage en autonomie Apprentissage en classe

Ghalib Al-Hakkak
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Format identique : 21.6 x 27.9 cm



Petit format : 15.2 x 22.9 cm
Apprentissage en autonomie

Grand format : 21.6 x 27.9 cm
Apprentissage en autonomie

Tome I grand format = 4 volumes en petit format

Manuel d'arabe en ligne
Les bases de l'arabe en 50 semaines

Manuel d'arabe en ligne - volume 1 
Semaines 1 à 3
180 pages - ISBN : 978-1725785434  /  14.50 €
Enregistrements et vidéos librement accessibles 
en ligne : www.al-hakkak.fr

Manuel d'arabe en ligne - volume 2 
Semaines 4 et 5
190 pages - ISBN : 978-1725787605  /  15.50 €
Enregistrements et vidéos librement accessibles 
en ligne : www.al-hakkak.fr

Manuel d'arabe en ligne - volume 3 
Semaines 6 et 7
200 pages - ISBN : 978-1725788749  /  15.50 €
Enregistrements librement accessibles en ligne : 
www.al-hakkak.fr

Manuel d'arabe en ligne - volume 4 
Annexes des semaines 1 à 7
298 pages - ISBN : 978-1725789609  /  15.50 €
Conjugaison / Citations / Noms propres / Lexique 
ar-fr / lexique fr-ar.
Enregistrements librement accessible en ligne : 
www.al-hakkak.fr

?



Conjugaison arabe -                         (mars 2017)
282 pages - 21.6 x 27.9 cm : 40 tableaux, 120 exercices, 
2500 items, corrigés, index de 900 verbes d'usage courant
ISBN : 978-2344032321 / 28 €
Son accessible en ligne : 
http://www.al-hakkak.fr/son-conjugaison-arabe-version-2.html

Glossaires rudimentaires - Français-arabe
Nouvelle édition - Version 5 (août 2017)

Archéologie - Arts - Commerce - Droit - Economie Finances - Géographie 
- Histoire - Langues Mathématiques - Médecine - Métiers - Philosophie 
Religions - Sciences politiques - Sociologie - Spectacle Sport - Tourisme
Env. 5000 termes - 240 p. - 15.3 x 22.8 cm
ISBN : 978-1974211289  / 16 €

Chronologie bilingue - Français-arabe
Nouvelle édition - Version 5 (août 2017)

N&B - 240 pages - 15.3 x 22.8 cm
ISBN : 978-1974214099 / 16 €
Son accessible en ligne : 
http://www.al-hakkak.fr/Chronologie/chronologie-son.html
Disponible aussi en e-Book

Anecdotes de Juha
48 histoires avec vocabulaire et enregistrement

Janvier 2018 - N&B - 96 pages - 15.3 x 22.8 cm
ISBN : 978-1983786587 / 7 €
Son accessible en ligne : 
http://www.al-hakkak.fr/Juha-son.html
Disponible aussi en e-Book

Prénoms arabes
Environ 2000 prénoms classés par forme, statut grammatical, 
genre, champ sémantique, etc.
Juin 2019 - N&B - 424 pages - 15.3 x 22.8 cm
ISBN : 978-1074800154 / 25 €

Quelle préposition en arabe ?
Environ 2000 énoncés à compléter avec une préposition,
avec traduction en français, corrigés et enregistrements en accès libre.
Novembre 2019 - N&B - 210 pages - 15.3 x 22.8 cm
ISBN : 978-1704544045 / 12 €

Quelle préposition en arabe ? 
Version B (mise en page aérée)

Environ 2000 énoncés à compléter avec une préposition,
avec traduction en français, corrigés et enregistrements 
en accès libre.
Novembre 2019 - N&B - 272 pages - 15.3 x 22.8 cm
ISBN : 978-1704566153 / 18.50 €

VERSION 2

Les bases de l'arabe en 50 semaines

                  Ouvrages complémentaires

L'arabe en ligne pour les francophones  —  www.al-hakkak.fr Ghalib Al-Hakkak




